VISIT TO SULTAN OF PONTIANA

really have thought every man in the ship was his
brother 1 "

In the course of the same evening, a lady and gentle-
man called at Sir Samuel's lodgings at Ryde, not for the
idle curiosity of asking how the wounded commodore
was, but with the considerate purpose of mentioning
what they imagined would give him pleasure. They
had that day received a letter from a gentleman holding
a high situation in the household of George III.,
seating that the good old monarch, who was much
attached to Sir Samuel, had actually shed tears when he
heard of his loss, and exclaimed :

" Would to God the French had their frigates again,
and poor Hood his arm 1 "

The affectionate respect of his ship's company in the
morning had touched him closely ; but this extension
of sympathy quite unmanned the veteran warrior.

Of his friendly disposition to all persons whom he
had it in his power to oblige, I could give many anec-
dotes. The following little circumstance, however, is
so characteristic that it may suffice.

When the army returned from Spain, after the battle
. of Corunna, in 1809, there were between twenty and
thirty officers accommodated in Sir Samuel's cabin.
Notwithstanding the almost constant pain in his leg
from an old wound, he gave up his cot to one of these
gentlemen who was wounded, and slept himself either
on the deck, or on a corronade slide during the whole
passage. It happened that amongst these officers
there was a distant connection of Lady Hood's, and so
remarkable did the Admiral's attention to him appear,
that the young man very naturally ascribed the notice
he received to this circumstance. But when the father
and mother of the young man afterwards called upon
the Admiral to thank him for the uncommon kindness
he had shewn to their son, they learnt that Sir Samuel
had not only been totally ignorant of the connection
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